




4.1.1 Nert dormers ma1' be added. *ith a model
example.

a. The drmensron and proponrons murt be consi\tcnt
s'rth rhe !rmc perrod. rhould bc done rn.r mJnncr

srmrlar to th secn hLstonc.llly.

b, Rcproducrron (small) horrzontal sldlne is thr'

pretened stdtng materral tor dormers, howe!'et'

rhrngles are acceprable.

c. RolL roofing ts not permrtted as a claddtng maten.rl

for dormer walls

The danentnn and Dnpontons nusr ba constttenr \vththa tlma Faturd
should be done n u nonrer nm or ro that scen htsto.rcall\ Thu dormer

u roo la4efor ths resrdente and u tnappropnatt

Architectural Details
An.rddrtrdn shall gc'ncrallv remarn subordrnate to the
prLnl,rry 5trucrurL'.

J.l5 Preserr e, do not obscure, original architectural
details of the historic structure.

a. ,A,n ,rddruon shali not obscure hrstoncal lv s r sn r ficant
t'eat ures

b When pre\ervrnq ongrnal detatls, follow (he

gurdelines fbr the preservation of archrtectural
details rn thc 'Curdelrnes for Hrstorrc Propenrcs "

J.l6 Incorporate similar architectural details (i.e.

brackets, columns, jig-saw ornaments) in the
design of an addition.

a. The use of such elements rn rhe precise manner irs

on the hrstonc structure ls one w ay ofincomoralrnr
rhese elemcnB.

b. Usrng a srmplitied rnterpreta(ion of these elements

ls also appropndtc-



t\Iaterials
The marerLals used to cons(ruct a nerv lddrrron should
appear srmLl.ri ro ihose ured hrsroncally Urc ofthe burldrng

mllen;l seen on the pnmlry struclure l-\ cncouragcd fbr u

new addrtron

1.17 Nlaterials shail appear similar in character to

those used historically.
a. Usrng materrals th,rt are the 5ame as those empioyed

hrstortcally rs preferred

b Subsrrtute materrals ma.y be used for replacrn-e

rndrvLdual burldrng elements. but shall nol be used

for the primary buLldrns materLal For tnstancc,

bnck should be srmrlar ln sLze to that used

hrstonca)ly
c New matenals must have a demonstmred durabrltly

rn thls senlng
d. ivlatenals should be used rn a manner slmllar to tha(

used rradrtronalll

.1.18 Simple material finishes are required.
a. Use macre frnrshes

b Polrshed stone, tbr exampie, rs rnappropnate ai a
n.'m"^, hal-a^|

Street Facades
Noring thc rmportancc of the burJdrng t:cades ro the

Frenchto* n Preserr auon Distrrcr. an lddttton to thc m.rn
f.rcade of contrrburrng burldrngs wtll not br' allowed

{.19 An addition shall not be made to a primary
facade.

a. Addrrrons ro exrsung structures thar wrll alter the

facade of the house are prohrbrred

b Specral consrderrtLons wtll be grven to cornci
propenres wlth model example .

c Specral consrderations wrll bc 8rven, wlrh a model

example. to houses whose ortgtnal facade has bcen

altered extensr vely or desroyed.

4.20 Exterior second floor access shall be maintained
and in good repair.

a, We encourage new second floor accesses to be

located in the rearof rhe burldrng A modele.tamplc
vvrll be consrdered

b New addrrrons or alteraltons that would rnrcrtere

with the hrstonc character of the buLldrng arc

drscour,rged

An addaon sholl nor be made o a pnmon facade Thrs odtJtrcn

ob!.ures lhe Iro t porch, for e-cample, and Lt tnupprapft'te

Ctrt or 5r Cr.rn"es Fegrcr-nowr PREsERvATIen Drsrntci Dtstcr' GelDeLures



Adortron\

Doors and Entries
A front door rs among the most. rmponant clements oi a

hrstoflc burldrns lt rs nrore than justar.rav rnroaburldrng:
lt serves f,r a sreetrn-q [o vlsrtors and acts rs r guide Into

the srructure An addrtron ma1 not rnvolve hrdtng. mor InQ

or enclosrng a prrmary enrrance

4.21 Preserve traditional entrance pattetns when

planning an addition to a historic building.
a. Retarn the onentalron of hrstoncally stgntticant

pnmffy entrrnce5. usualiy facing the street, when

plann rng a new addrtron.

1.22 Doors on an addition shall appear similar in
proportion to historic doors found on the
primary structure,

a. An entrance into an addloon should reflecl rhe rest

of the hrsloric srructure. and shall be srmtlar In stze

ro doors on the rest of the stnic re.

4,?3 A door on an addition shall use a design similar
to those found historically on comparable
struc!ures.

!Vindows
\\rndo$s, (he clemcnt\ that surround thcm and lherr
rclanonshrp ro onc anothcr are among rhe most important

charactcr-defining clemr'nt: of a hrstorrc structure As ls

rhc carc rvrrh doorr. an addrtron shall nor obscure or cover

hrstorrcally rmDonJnt w'rndows.

An addition shall maintain the solid-to-void
ratio ol the primar.v structure,

.r. Incorporatc the number and size of windows uscd

histoncalll on an addrtron,

b, An addrtron \hall nor be all ghss or all soltd

{.:5 A windon on an addition shall be similar in
charact€r to those of the primary historic
building.

{.26 }Iaintain the historic number of panes as seen

on the primar] structure.
c lf a rvrndo* hrstorrcally had multiple pane:.

wrndo*'s on an addrrron must reflect rhts-

1.17 Skytights are prohibited in contributing houses

if visible from the street.

L'rr r'rndnr r u the uthlttutn rlwt ore stmtlur nr chdrIaler b lhosE ol

lhe htstortL ttnt(luft Thc rurdo*s on lhe acLll@n oP Lleatl\ otr.[



,\el\ Lonstruc(lon

Chapter V:

Guidelines for Nen
Construction and Alterations
to Non-Contributing
Structures

These gurdelrne: sh.rllapply to all ncw construction tn the

Frenchtown Prcsenatton Drstnct, exceP( ,tddtrrons to

hlstonc struclures. The crry's Srte DevcloPment Re\rcw

Commrttee, composed of city statT mcnrbers, will use the

Gurdelrnes for all new cons-rructron In tbrmal revtews ot

proposed chan,ses to these undeveloped propentes They

are also for use b1 propenv owners and lhetr uchirccts
when developrng desrgns fbr the addttron of new secondJry

structures, exceoi rvhcre thc Curdeliner note olherrvtse'

The hLstorLc dlstnct convei's a sense of a Past llme and

place. which rs retarned through preservarton of ettsLtns

structures Onc oi the purposes ofciest-en revterv ts to a.\-surc

that any potentral negattve visual tmp,rct of ne 
"r'

construcilon rs eLtmtnated or mtntmlzed ln the besr

srtuatlon, new constructlon can ard in the understanding of
a drstnct by strengthenrng the !ense of vlsual conltnuity

De:rgnLne a butldtng to fit wrthtn a hrstortc dLstnc! requLres

carcful rhought Frrsl. tt rs rmponirn( to realtze that, whrle

a hLstonc drstnct con veys a cenaln scnse ol tlme and PL.lcc

assocLaled wlth Lts hrstory, tt aiso rematns ciynf,mlc. wlth

alterartons to exrsrlng sructures and constructton of nc*
burldrnes occurrrng over time

Desrgnaong a drstnct does nor freeze Lt ln !lme. but lt doe\

assure rh,:.t. when new burLdrng does occur, tt will be ln a

manner rhat rcLntbrces the bastc vtsual characlertsttcs of
the area

FRE\cifi ow\ Pr:seev,^rtor Dtsratcr Drstcr G LtD€L!\Es



A new butldrng mav do so by drawrne upon ba\lc lvf,)s of
burldr ns that mal(e up a pan oi thc characrer of .rn rndr r rdual

histonc distnct. Such fearures upon w hich to dra,',' rncludc
the way In whrch a burldrng rs located on tts srte. the mJnner

rn whrch rr retates to the srreet and rts basrc mlss, form.
and marenals. When these desrgn vanables are an-anged

rn a new butldLnq to be srmriar to those seen rradlrlon,llly
ln the dre.r, vrsuai comparrbrlrty resuits.

Desrgns that.rccurately conve) rhe sryles ofburldrngs seen

hlstoncally ln rhe drsrflcr also may be emplo,ved Care must

be used rn !hls case to assurc that the basrc fbrm. mass and

scalrng of che new burJdrng rs srmilar to tha! of the hrstonc
references upon whrch the desrgn may draw, rn addrcron to

usrng detarls from the kistonc penod If not, the character
of the historrc srvle may be rnappropnarely conveyed and

the conunurry of the drstncr may be weakened.

Site Planning for New Buildines
Srrc lertures:uch as burldrng !etbac[.5, ualLrrays. t-ences,

landrc,rprng. and g.rrdcns arc all srgnrficanr elements oI
the Frcnchto\\ n Prr.rr-rr arron Dlstnct- lt rs the goal of rhc

cirsrnci not to rnLcrlerc \, t(h thc use of such elements and
to malninrn ihe \ l)u,rl contrnuttv whrch they creare. Site in
che drsinct \,,,hrch,rrc av::rlable tbr nerv developmenr shou ld

retatn hrsconc srte fe.rrures when possrble or replaced rn

krnd, Ncw ron.\truc!ron pro1ccts should do therr best to
rnclude such characrr.r-definrng teature-s so as to become
an rnreqrai eiL'mL'nt !\ rthln the drscnct rtscli

5.1 On a prer iousll und,eveloped site, align a ner,r'

structure $ lth the setbrck line existing in that
block.

a The tacade of thc new house sh.rll alrgn wlth the

es(ablrshcd (ctbackj rn the,IreJ.

5,2 Grading, and cut and filling shall be compatible
with surrounding properties.

c,

Parking lots should be subdivided into small
components so that the visual impact of large
paved areas is reduced.
Provrde planrrng buffers at rhe edge of parking lorr
Also rnclude rslands of planlrng ln the rntenor of
the lots

OtT-street parkrng rn front of burldrngs is not

Permlited
Srde or rear Locarrons ,rre requrred for pnrkrng lots

Place off-street parking behind or to the side of
buildings.

J.J

5.4

lnaoprop.r<ttz Thtt hurll'ng s Jrcnt yatd selback tr
Lorrlpt)rtton * th the trd(lntonal naghborhood



New Conslruc!ron

Building Form, Nlass and Scale
The fbrn, m.r's and irfl!- oi:l burldrn.e arc somc oi thc

most lmponJnt desren rssues tn thc htstortc dtstrrct The

tradrtronal sculc of thc dr.srnct Comrnrtss much of the

nerghborhood and thrs enhances the pedestrrln fircndly
charac!er of rhe street- The fbrm, mass and scale seen

currently rn rhe r.lstnct lends itself to a vLsual contlnutly
whrch must not be destroved bY alteratlons, additlons or
new con\trucnon

5.5 New houses or buildings shall appear similar in
mass and scale to neighboring houses.

a. A bur ldtn-e .shall have r stmple rectangular mxss as

rrs pnmary form,

b Break up rhe mass of a larger slructule rnto a

grouprng of "modules," each of whtch ts wtthtn

rcale wrth burLdrngs seen tradrttonally.

" The n-men'r',loe I'np o[ I structure shall not

exceed rhe iyprcli maxtmum lengrh of those seen

on hLstonc burldrngs in the drstnct,
d A sLngle wall plane tn the front facade shall not

exceed rhc typLcal ma-rrmum wtdrh of that see n on

comparable hr5tonc buitdrngs ln the drsrrlct

A new building shall appear similar in height to

those seen traditionally in the district.
Hrstoncally, most buildrngs were one and two

stones rn herght.

The burldrne lront shall not exceed two storles.

On larger strucrures, subdrttde Iorger masses tnto tmallet modules !hat

are stmtlar n *:e tu stngle fam r restLlences seen tradrnonall,

Emplol' floor-to-floor heights rvhich appear
similar to those seen historicallr.
ln punrcular. the frrst t'ioor !v indows should appear

srmtlar rn hei-eht to those seen tradltlonaliy

illaintain the historic solid-to-void ratio seen

traditionall-v in the district.
Typlcailv. tne soltd-to-\'oLd r,rtro seen rn the

nerghborhood was 3 l

A secondary struqture shall be similar in form,
mass and scale to secondary structures
traditionally seen in the district
A garage, for example, should reflect tradltronal

second.rry structure deslgn (i.e carlage houses)

desorre thcir olanned use

A ne" secon<lan bu ,lnq shoultl be ortenred surttlor to IltuI ol olher
htsto nc secondan burldrngs

)./

5.8
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Roofs
TyprcalLy roof shaper for h:srort.- burldrngs rn St. Charies

arc gablcd. htppcd. or somcttmes munsard. ,u welt .t; tlar

for some commcrc:ai burldings. ln somc cJses. roofj Jrc

complcr and may rnclude several of rhr'se typet plus

dorme15 ivlost hlstorlc roots o!erhan-q, crei]tlng
distrngurshrble shadows. These eaves are aiso a locJtlon

for rmponant detarlrng such rs brackets. corntcer lnd
bargeboatds

5.10 Use a roof form similar to that used hislorically.
. The roof en"le must be srmrlar to that used

hlstoncally.
b Mctntarn the Pcrcerved ltne and onent'rrton of lhe

roof to rhe street

lncorporate hrsronc feacuies such as bracLets'

cornrces. parapets, bargeboards and gablc-end

snlngres.

5.ll A skylight is not permitted to be installed on

front portions of a roof without historic
precedence.

a A fla( skyhght mounted flush wrth rhe roof may be

consrdered on other, less vtstble stdes.

b. A bubbLed or domed skylrght is prohrbtted

5.12 Nlatch a roofon a secondary structure with the

roof form of the primary structure.

5.13 An erotic roof form is inappropriate.

5.1-l The roof m ust appear to be in the sarne manner
as that of historic structures.

l Use mrlenals.srmrlar to thosc used hrstortcally.
Low proiilc asphalr shrngles, for exampJe, are

appropna(e rn place of wood shrngles.
b Marntarn a sLmrlar color, Crav. black and brown

ate typrcal cfmany hrstonc roof mttenals, Consrder

rhe ner-shborhood contexl tor color

5.15 Eave depths shall be similar to thos€ seen

traditionally in the nqighborhood.

:.1D Using down spouts and gutters that are in
character with those employed historicall,v is

encouraged.

E'.t' e (leplht shall ba snutur b lhor. rean trudtt)Dnall\ tn tha

An etotrc rooJfo.nt lr napPrcp^ate



Architecturai Details
Archllectural dcc.rrlr play several rol!'s rn dcfrnrng thc

charrcter oI a buLLdrng. thcy add rrru.rl lnterr'st- defrne

ceriarn butldLng styics and types and often showcase

supcnor cratismanshrp and rrchttecturll destgn. Featurcs

such as wrndow hoocis. brackets. coiumns, mouldLn-es and

cornLces are all typrc.rliy pan of hrstonc strucrures, These

same elemenis. rn one way or anolher, should be

rncorporated lnro thc desrgn of infilLconstructron

S.l7 Architectural features that provide visual
interest to pedestrians are encouraged.

a, Burldrng lacades wirhout ornamen!3llon are

tnapproprirte lt rs pan ol rhe character of the

dtsrnct to have styirstic elements (r e comtces,

pedimenrs. bracle$, domrers. Jotned chlmneys.
wooden shuners, transom and slde hghts, ecc I

seen on the historrc strucrures.

5.18 Maintain the alignment of horizontal elements

along the block, including building cornices.

a, Thrs alrgnment occurs because many of the

burldrngs are srmilar rn herght,

b- window srlls and erve lines are among those

elements thar may be seen ro altgn.

c. These elements shall align, whenever possible, to

slmllar elements on adlacent hlstoric ProPenles
d. For example, align roof and porch eaves wlth

srmrtar elemen!s on nearby hlstoric buildrngs-

Thts 6 on appropnale codtempora^

5.19 A literal imitation of historic features is

permitted.
l Use onll mateneis and detatls ;tmtllr tn ch.ttlcter

to thor'e e mployed htstoncally on st mr lar buildtngs.

b. Usrn-e the same kLnd of malerlal as that employed

hlstoncaliy Ls prefen'ed. A newer matertal ts

acceptable rf the tbrm and desrgn of the matertal

rtself conveys lhe vtsual appe;rance of thai

emolol-cd hrstorlcalLy For example. a metal

w:ndow iirme may be consrdercd It tc accurarcll'

conveys the dtmeoston and protile of the wood

wlndows seen tradrrronally. The ii n lsh shall match

the on-etnrl in appeqrance as closely as rs possible

5.20 A new architectural detail should relate to

comparable historic elements in general size,

shape, scale and finish'

6terprdat@n of a trddtuonal

FRD,crfic'w\ PRf5ER!AaloN DETnlcr DEslqr CuD[LN€s



\e{ Conslruatron

Materials
The matenalr used to construct a ne,'r'butldrng rhould

appear srmtlar to thosc ured hrstor:call1, gnr:1 nnd *ood

are the mos! common malenals tbr historic bulldtn-qs Ln

Sarnr Charles: howerer stonc and concrele wele 3l)o uscd-

5.21 llaterisls shall appear similar in charscter to

those used historicall-v.

a. Burldrng materrdls shall appcar compattblc ro r'

nerghbonng houses

b Substrtute marerials may be used for tndlvrdual b

burlding elements, but shall not be used for ihc

prtmary burldrne matertal For tnsmnce, bnck must c

be srmrlar rn srze ro that used histoncally-
c New ma[enals must haveademonstrateddurabllrry 5.21

rn thts senrns

d Matenals must be used In a manner simtlar to that

used tradrtronally. a

5.22 Simple material finishes are encouraged. b-

a. The followrne matenals are nor permttted as che

extertor t'inish oi new burldings Concrete blocl. c

venLcal stdrns, shalte shrngle stdLng, masontte,

cardboard, roll roofine. d

b. Mane fintshes are prefened.

5-15

Street Facades
Thc front of a neu burldrng should bc composed to appear

srnrrlar rn charlct.'r to th.rt of hrstortc structurcs tn i!s
rmmedrate contert.

<'r1 Incorporate lhe following character-defining
ekments o[ the street facade in all new'
commercial structures.
For pnn:*y enltances. use a stnglc'wtde door

letback from the facade.

Frrst tloor commercial uses shall tncorPorate targe

cJ(panses of -rlass tor t{re display of mcrch,rndtse-

See Gurdelines.for H$tonc P rope rucs.

Incorporate the following character'defining
elementsofthestreet facade in all new residential

structures,
Employ brackers. rumed poscs and other spectal

detarls.
Fronc yard setbacls should no,6" a1tr11g1gd wtth

lnapproprtate commerctal srgnage or producrs

Matntatn resrdL'ntlal chancter desplte a possrble

commercral use

Windows and prolecttng bays shall not rncorporale

larger expanses ofglass or other recent commetctal

s!ructure lnnovalions.
See Gutdeltnes for Histonc Propertres.

A secondary structure shall not be designed

lyith a storefront and therefore not positioned

on the lot in such a manner requiring a

storefront.
Locate a secondary strucrure ao the rear of a lot.



New Con\tructrnn

Doors and Entries
Front doors and prtmurl entranccs arc Jmons thc most

rmponan( clcments of anr b.rrldrng Thc.:brlrtl lbr thc

pedcstrran to easrl,v nrore between the \lreet dnd lhelr
destrnrtron is oi utmost rmpoflance rn lhc drstnct- Prtm.rry

doorr and enlrances on d ncw butidtng should reiate to

htstonc structureS rn terms of thelr Proponlon, detatilng,

matenals. and locatron

5.26 Clearly identify the primarl entrance into the

building.
a. The prrmary entrance shouLd bc eastl-v tdentrfied

from the strce[.

5.27 A new door shall reflect the proportions of
historic doors found in the district.

a. A door shall appear to be similar to htstortc doors

found throughout the distnct
b See Gadehnes for Hstonc'Pr<tperttes

5.28 For a neu door, use a design similar to those

found historicalll on comparable buiidings-
a. A door should be trtmmed rn rvood, LISe lnm wlth

a drmensron srmrlar ro rhat used hrsrortcally

b- Use door lrghts whrch are stmtlar tn number and

slze as seen on hisronc burldtngs

c See Gwde[ines.for Hstonc Propernes

Windorvs
Wrndorvs. along w rth the elemenls lhilt surround rhem and

thelr relalron\hrp lo one anorher, are among the most

lmportJnt charactcr.deftnrng elements of a hlstorlc
structure A new butldrns, rvhrch needs to vrsually appear

srmrlar tr.r htstortc structures, should :ncorporale such

wrndow s:zes and locarron into lhe deslsn

5.19 Windows shall be of size and proportions as

traditionall.v found in that building style.

5.30 A windo* shall bqsimilar in character to those

of historic buildings in the dist.ict.
a IF a wLndorv hrstorically had multtplc panes u

w tndow on a new burlding must reflect thts-

b See Cndetmes for Histonc Propernes

5.J I A window with vertical emphasis is encouraged.

.r. A -qeneral rule ts thJ.t the hcr-eht of the wtndotr

should be twrce the dtmenslon of the wLdth.

5.32 A windorv shall be simple in shape.

a. Odd w:ndow shapes such as octagons, circies.

dtamonds. etc , are prohlbLted

5.31 Use materials that appear similar to those seen

historicallv.

.at'|X tnapvropriatc

,,-'\'

b.

A new wlndow should be of srmllar design and

conStructiOn Of hrsCOrrc wtndows (L e wood).

However. other matenals may be consrdered rf the

appearance rs simtlar to that of the hrstorlcally

srgnrficant wood wtndow rn dLmension' profile

and finrsh
Wrndows should be tnmmcd in wood. ThLs trtm

must have a dLmenston stmllar !o that used

hrstorrcaliy
See CutdelLnes Jor Htstonc Propernes.

5.34 Shutters shall be the appropriate size for
windows and shall be similar in appearance.

a. Altenratrvc matenrls, appropnutc 1'or the t,me

penod, may be consrdered when presented *rth a

model exrmple

y' Appropaate

Ortent the p4mar. e'Jn^ ol a bwldng ro rhe streer Clearlt deline rhe

pflmam entrcnce of o rerrlence bt u:tn1 o front parch

Fse.,crnowt PqFIER!\TroN DIsrRlc-r Deslcr Gcroelnes



\ew Consrr.rctron

Porches
Porches are a unrquely resrdentral feaure A porch ts oiten
onc of ihc mosi lmoondnt charrcter-detinrng clcmcni\ oi
the pnmary facade of a hrsronc house Neq restdenltal

structures should consrder lncorporatrng porches rn rhetr

desrgn rn order to marntarn the synerg)' of the dtstrtcr.

Build porches to match historic porches in form
and detail.
Use matenals that are srmrlar to orrgtnals

Dccorarrve elcments that arc nor known to havc

bcen used hrstoncaliy are lnappropnare.
See Gurdeltnes for Hutonc Properttes

Porches must be compatible with the priman
structure.
Usrng a srmrlar matenal rs appropnare. In some

cases, a srmpler. less norrceable material aiso may

be appropriate,
Burld porches rn proponlon to rhe pnmary srucure.

Porches shall remain subordinate to the primary
structure.
Its matenals, finish and detarls must not call

attentlon away from the pnmary strucn:re

5.J6

a.

b

c,

5.38 Do not enclose a porch with opaqu€ materials.
a. Enclostng a porch wtth any marerral is

Innppropnare.
b. A oorch should remain ooen ro the alr.



Chapter VI:
Guidelines for
All Projects

Thc' Desrgn CurdeLnes [or all prolccts thac follow shall

appiy ro aii prolects rn the Frenchtor"n Preservatton

Drst ct The\e rnclude cerratn slte lnDrovemcnrs.
altcratlons lo e,\lstrnq strucrures and ngrr construction. Thcy

also;pply to htstoric propenies desrgnatcd by the crty and

to all srtes wrthrn destgnated hlstol-lc drsrncts. for generll

rreatmenr of stre desrgn, landscaprng .rnd new constluctton

The city's HLsrorLc Landmarks Preservatton and

Archrrectural RerLew Board wrll use rhe Culdelrncs fbrall
proJecE In formal revtews of proposed- changes to ln1

affecred orooenres

Crrv o' Sr CHIRLEs Fn-arcr'rowr Pn.senvrrtor' Drsr'ptcr Dtstci G{,lDeL!'lEs



Design in the Public Right-of-lYay

Outside displal of merchandise should be

limited to I feet against the front of the building
and shall nol obslruct the sidewalk.

Obstructing or shutting down the sideq'alk is

prohibited.
Sectron 51 0J0 rf the Sant Charles Crt Code'

p ro lub t t s ob s t ru c n ng s t re e t s antl s tde $'al ks.

Maintain the traditional street pattern of the

district,
Establrshed srreer layouts should not be alrered

Where rhe gnd rs established. rr should be reratned.

)Iaintain the alignment and existence of
sidewalks.
Sidew,rlks should be rnstalled that contlnue lhc

rradrtronal srde*'all' desrgn.

Marntarn etrstrn-e pl.rntLng stnPs,

Prescrr e ortgtnal bricL and stone walks where thel

exrst. and'*hcn physrcal condlrlons Permlt

Maintaining the simple character of
encouraged,
Property owners are encourlged to
landscaprng along rlley edges

alleys is

p rov ide

All Prore!t\

6.1

Preserve street trees when

permit.
Marnurnlng the pattem of
encouraged.
when trees must be removed, or where qaps ln the

rhythm of street rree5 already erlsa, Installtng new

trees rs cncourused. when physrcal conditrons

permit.
Wherc planrrng condtttons permrc, lnstallLng lhese

replacement rrees tn a locatton rhat wtll cont:nue to

express lhe establrshed rhythm ts encouraged

Consult wrth the Crty Parks De panment lo arr;rnge

for the proper installarton of trees and to selecr

rPproPnate specres

It u the responsrbthtt of the proPerty owner to

mamtam street trees Iocaled on adlacent lots See

Sect,ri.ns 92.0i and 92.09 of rhe Code ofOrdtnances

of rhe Ctt of St Charles

.{ccessibilitl'

Thc Anrr.'rrc.rnr rr rrh Drsabrlrtres Acr ( A DA ) nrandates that

ol.rccs of publrc ac.-omnrod.rrron be acccrsible to .lll users

6.7 The guidelines introduced herein should not
prevent or inhibit compliance lvith accessibility
laws.

a. All ne!r' constructron shall comply complereiv
wrrh ADA

b O"vners of hrstonc propenres al.ro should comply

to the tuiiest extent, whrle alro presentng the

r ncegnty of the character-ciefin rn-s t'eatures of the rr

bu r ld ings

c Specral pro\ rslons lbr hrstorrc butldtngs exrsr rn

the la$ th,rr allow some alternalrre solutrons rn

mee n-s rhL' ADA standards

6.E Gangwa.rs shall be kept free of clutter and
weeds.

a, 6angrvays ma;- be fenced off orgared rvrrh a modc'l

erample The use of decorattte fencing ts

encoura-scd

6.9 Fire escapes shall be maintained and in good

repair.
a. Frre escapes shall noc be locaced on the facade ofa

bur ldrng. e rcept where requrred by buildrng codes

b, New f-rre escapes wtll be consrdered wtth a model

e'(nmPle

6.10 Exteriorsecond floor access shall be maintained
and in good repair.

a- We encourlge new second floor accesses to be

located rnthe rear ofthe burldrng Amodelexample
wrll be consrdered.

b New addrtrons or alterrrions rhat would tnrerfere
wrth the hlstonc characler of the buildrng are

drscouraged

6.3

6..1

b.l

6.6

b.

c.

b.

physical conditions

establtshed trees ts

FRE\cHrow\ Pres;rurto* DtsrRrcr DEstc\ Gr toeLLres Crrv o' Si CH"RLES



I I1 Pr^,..r.

Design for Energl' Conservation

!lln-v trmcs hrstorrc c'lcnrents on homes and commerct.rl

structure5 are lost due to a mlsconceptron thrt old doors

and wrndows are nol eners\r eificrenr For the most pan

hrstorLc structure5 were constructed to be naturally energ-v

efficrent ( i.e. hieh cerlrngs)and oflten trmes are more energy

efficrent than even the most up ro date burldrngs, Simple
rp.hnrntrec rTn he rrril'red rn re'-lrrm ,r lrrs< rn enerqv

effrcrency rn hLstoric struc!ures ano are strongly
e ncouraq c d.

o.l -t The use of energl conservation methods in
building design is encouraged.

a. lt ts not necessary !o remove extsrtng -elass or to
rnstall thermopane to realrze energy savlngs

b Cenerrlly. the problem is thar older glazrng

compound around tl has drred and shrunk. whtch

allow5 nly 1s leai< around the glass.

c The best strrtegy rs to re-glaze rhe ex.rsrlns glf,ss

and add weathcr-stnpprng Storm windows may

be rnstailcd on the intenor srde of rrndows. Be

certarn that the trame styles of the storm wlndolvs

match those of the origrnal wtndows.

d. Wearher-stnp doors and wrndows

e lnstali desratificanon fa:rs ro cLrcuiate the air
I Install rnsulatron in the attrc
g Cons ider rnstallrng rnsuiatton ln Lhe craw I space or

basement,

6.1? Energy conservation techniques used must be

compatible with the district.
a Solar collectors shall not be vlslble from the street.

Specral consrderallons may be given.

illechanical Equipment & Service Utilities

Nlechlnrcal equlpment. servtce uttltttes and service lrreas

all have beconre a nece\s.lrJ- evtl [or many hrstortc

commercral dr:tncrs. Such equrpment ts needed for rhe

success of many busrnesses but ofien detracrs from che

vrsu.rl enloyment of the archrrecture of the drstncl- It ls the

duty of propeny and business owners altke to mlnLmrze

such vrsual Lmpacr of equtpmenl, llghtlng and servrcc areas

while provrdrn,e a healrhy commercla[/resldential
en Vlron menl.

6,1J )tinimize the viiual impact of mechanical
equlpment,

" Srrcar oeer.rrrcrl p.lrrnment frOm vrew

b Mechanrcal equrpmenr (aLr conditioners, heat

pump! etc ), Lnclud!ng wlndow alt condlllonlng
unrts. shall nor be vistble from th! street.

c. Chatn lrnk fencrng rs Prohlbrted as a screening

devrce,

5.14 Security doors and bars may be acceptable with
a model example.

6.15 Use lighting as it was used historically in the

district.
a AII Itght sources shall be shrelded.

b Neon or Mrlrbu lrghtrng Lr prohrbtred rn the drstrtcr.

d Exposed light bulbs are not permttled. Textured
glass ts encour.rged where tbe buib would show.

lrlmtmt:e lhe v$un[ Lmpa.l of lrush srorage and serwces arcas- Trash

receoracles thall he tcreened from vex

Fnarcmowr Pc-EsERvATIor DrsTRlcr DEsrcN GulDel-E Es



a.
tt

c

d.

6.16 Lights shall appear tD be consistent rith the

time period.
Thrs rncludes lrehts on burldtngs and In larcs
Lrghtrng shall not detract from rhe archrtectural

features of rhe house

Archrtecrural lrghrrng may be considered with a

model example,

Lights Ln overhanes and permanent awnines shall

not be vrsrbic

Textured glass ts encourlged where th'3 $ul! would

snow-

6.17 Satellite dishes shall not be visible from the

streel.

6.18 Television antennae are discouraged on a public

facade.

Awnings & Canopies

6.19 ,{rvninqs shall be maintained and in good repair.

6.:0 For contributing houses canYas or wood awnings
with a modcl erample may be acceptable.

6.2l For non-contributing houses, canYaS, metal, or
wood awnings may be acceptable with a model

example.

6.22 Fiberglrrss or corruqated metal arYnings irre

prohibited.

6.2.3 Canvas or wood awnings are acceptable l+ith a

model example.
l, Fiberglass or metrl awnings are not-permttted

6,21 Lights in overhangs and permanent awnings

shall not be visible.

Fqercrl.owr PREs-.lvArlor' Dtsrnlcr Dtslcr Gullelnts



All Prolects

Technical Nlaintenance & Repairs

ReguJar and perrodrc marntenance o[ a hrstonc buildrng

assures thf,t more c\pensr!e Dreser\ atlon and restorallon

measures will not be needcd at a future drte HtstorLc

burldrngs were typLcaliy very well built and were meant to

]ast decades and ccnturres rnto the fulure Prevenltve
marntenance rs rntended to keep morsture from rematntng

rn and around the stntclure

6.25 Ls€ the gentlest possible procedures for cleaning
and relinishing historic materials'

a Abrastve methods such as sandblasttng are

prohLbrted. as rt permanenrly erodes burldrng

matenals and finlshes and accelerates detenoration

b For clearrng masonry, usc procedures such as low
pressure water and detergents Do not apply acrd

c leaners to maten ais such as ltmestone and marble

Conduct surface cleaning resm before begLnnrng

c. It rs rec-ommended that a firm experienced Ln the

clean rng of hr:tonc bu rldtnss be htred to advrse on

the best. Iow imprct method ofcleening appropndtc

to the proJecl.

d. Propeny owners also should note thal early Palnt
layers may be Lead-based, tn whtch case spectal

procedures are requrred for trs trealment.
e Also see rechntcq! rehttbtl atton ltteratLtre

publrshed bl the Natrcnal ParL Ser'''rce and
at'a able through rhe Departntent of Crtt
Develooment. Cn ot St Charles-

6.26 Ilaintenance of streets and allels.
u. CLcln debrrs t-rom stdervalls and a[lcys' cspectally

,* here srlc drarnrge may be afiected

Clean grrbage around dumPsters

Propertl owners are responstble tbr keeprn-e the

srdervalL clean, and must patch srdewalL whcre

thcv rnrir.rte worL lhat causes cut; tn the Pavement
orbrrck: SLdewalks arc normally publrc propeny.

but, Lt rr the proPeny'owner's resPonsrblllt)' to

kcep rhcm rn good,repair;nd weed-free

b-

c.

6.27 Maintenance of uPper story windous'
a Wash upper story wtndows

b. Clean debns from upper story wtndows.

c. Reparr shades or curtatns ln upPer srory wtndows

or replace wlth new.

d. Re-glaze Loose glass Thts wtll reduce arr lcaLs

e. I ns tall weather-stnp Prng Thllwtllenhanceeneral
conservatlon signlfLcantl;'

I Replace broken giass

6.2E llaintenance of storefronts.
a. Wc.sh drsplay wrndows.

b. Reparr damaged kickPlates.

c. Re-caulk dtsplay wtndows to reduce atr Lnltltratton.

d. lnstall weacher-srtpptng around doors

e. Re-potnt monar where necessd"ry. Use the proper

proccdure for re-Potntlng metch ing color. tcxturc

and dccarltng of the onginal mtsonry.

Haah parnr .enoval merhodt such ds sandblastng, are maPPropr@le

because rhev wr[L damaqe rhe hsronc fnrsh of the matenal

riililuil,ili

rir.r,, ,,ir'i

.tl.;{
'l.l

r";i,il

lLil,l,l.!,.1.

I
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All Prolects

6.29
a

b

e.

r.

Ilaintenance of roo[s.
Clcan debns tronr gutters and downspouts to

prevent the backrne up of water

Pacch lcals in the roof Thrs should be a hrgh

pnonty for burlding marntenance.

Replace deterrorated fl ashrng.

Re-pornt eroded monar ln the paraper wall. ustng

approprrate monar mix.
Re-solder downspout connectrons [o prevent !\'.lteI

from leakrng rnro walls.

Connect dorvnspor.rrs ro underground sewers rvherc

possrble Do nor allow water to drsperse at ltre
foundatron of the buildrng. Thrs water may cause

dama,qe ro the foundatron.
Cuners and downspours shallbe marntained and tn

good reparr Cuners, where necessary to matntarn

structural lntegnty, are requrred and must be

marntarned. The flow of water from down spouls

shall be drrecred away from foundarrons

Ilaintenance of awnings and canopies.
Replace worn tabric awnrngs.

Re-secure loose awning hardware
Wash fabnc awnings reguJarly. This wrll help

extend the Iife ofthe fabnc. Spray with water from
the underslde ftrsr, to hft din panicles. then rinse
(hem off

Plan repainting carefull,v.
If masonrv ha-r becn parnted. rt mal' be preferable

to contlnue to repl.lnt lt, because parnt removai
methods may cause d,rrnage to rhe burldrng
matenals and finL-sh.

Note thar frcquent reparntrng oftnm marenals may

cause a buLld up of pornt la_vers ghat obscures

archrtectural de(alls. When rhrs occurs. con5rdcr

stripprng pornt la-vers to retnere detarl.s, However,
Lf stnpprnc rs necessary, ure the gentlesl means

posstble, berne careful not todamdee archtrectural

detarls and finishes.
Remember good preparation is key to successful

repaintrng but also the buildup of old palnt n un

lmpoftant hrstorrc record of the lurldrng The

removalofold parnt. by the,sentlesl means possrble.

should be undenaken only if nccessary to rhe

success ot the reparn(ing. Remember that old paint

r5 9fverv good qualrtv envrable tn roda) spalntlng
woflo,
Old palnt may contaln lead Precaurlons must be

taken rvhen sandrng or scraptng ls necessar)

6.J2
a

d.

c.

6.30

b.

631 Maintenance of signs,
a. Re-secure slgn moun$ ro the buildin8 front.

b. Reparnt taded graphrcs.

c. Reparr wom wlnng-

d. Replace burned out bulbs.

e Remove obsolete srgns

f. Preserve hrstonc pu nred stgns in place as decomrl ve

features

FiE\cHrow\ PREsER!^Tro\ DrsrRlc- D€src\ CLTDELl\Es CrirRr-g



Chapter VII:
Guidelines
for Siens

The Desrgn GurdeLtnes for S rens that follow should be used

:r conJunction wrth lhe ctty s sten reguleltons fbund tn

Sectron 157 of the Code of Ordtnances In cases rvhcrc

stanCarCs wrthrn the Code of Ordrnances and there

Curdelrnes are ln contirct, [he more restriccive shall appli"

The desrgn of rll permanent commerct.tl slgns must bc

approvcd by rhe Board. In addrnon to the other provtsions

of Secnon 157. the oficral definitLons of sign typet dnd

related material presented in rhe ordtnance. as wel{d\ the

methods of caLcuiittlng slgn measuremens presentcd. rhall

apply

HistorrcaLlv. stgns used on North Second Strect rverc

relarrvely srmple They varted tn stze and locarLon qultc

broadly, but most were stmpLe parnted panels rvtth stmple

rype styies Theearhest signs hadno lrghting. ln lateryears'

an rndrrect Irght source was typrcal. These relarronshrps

should be continued. To do so, rhe Htsconc Landmarks

Preservation and Archrtecural Revrew Board seeks to hmtt

the stze and number of srgns such that no srngle sten

domrnares the setting. but rather thc dLstrict reads ls:r
drstLnct neishborhood.

CHrnres FRE\cr[owi\ Pqgeevrrtor Dtsmtcr Destcr Gutoer-ctes



Srqns

Sign Contert

.A sl-sn t_vprcall) serres [\!o functrons. ftrst, Lo atrract

atten!ron. sccond to conrcy tniormrtion, If thc burldrng

t'ront rs well dest,ened. tt alone crn serre the altentLon-

settlng [unc(lon. allowrng the stgn lo be focused on

convevrng rnformarron in l well concetred m.rnner' AII

new stgns should be developcd wrth the overullcontext of
che burlding and ol che drsrnct rn mrnd.

7 ,l Consider the building front as part of an or erall
sign program.

a Coordtnare the overall facade compostrton.
rncludrng omamental derarls and signs.

b Srgns also should be tn ProPortlon ro rhe burldrng,

such that rhey do not dominate lhe apPearance.

c Devetop a master sr-qn plan for the entrre buriding
tiont. whrch should be used to gurde indrvrdual

s rsn desien decrsrons

The overallf,tco.de compastton- dcludng omamentaldera s and ttgns

should be cootdnared Sqns also shoukl be n pmPo.lton b lhe bulldng'

such thor rhet do not d.omtnatc lhz appearanLe

7.2

a.

b

{ sign must be subordinate to the overall
building composition.
A sLgn shall rppef,r to be rn s.'ale wrth the fac.rde

Locate a 5rsn on il burldrng such that rt will
emphasrze desren elemenrs of thc facade irelf'. In

no case should a srgn obscure.rrchrtecrural decarls

or features

lVlount srgns to fit wrthrn errstrn,g archrtecturrl
fc'atures U\('srgns to help reLnfbrcc the honzontal
lincs of moldtngs and tiansoms sL'cn alons thc

street.

A sign shall be in cha;acter with the material.
color and detail of the building,
Srmplc letter.rtyles and graphrc des,gns are morc
appropn.lre on many of rhe restrarned, vernacular

s!ructures ibund on Nonh Second Streer

Coordrnatron oi srgn coiors with burlding color
scheme tr encourlged.
When sereral businesses sh;rre a burldtng.
coordrnate sr-en.rge

Signs on mansard roofs. parapets, and on roof
tops are inappropriate.

11

7.4
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Permitted sign T",-pes

/.) Flush-mounted wall signs ma1 be considered.
A flu:h-mounted u'allsrgn rs onc thJt ls nounled
flar to rhe q all, r n most ca-se: a ll ush- mognled wall

srsn shouLd be posrtroned;ust above the drsplav

wrndorv It sh.rll no{ be located rbove second tloor
wlndows
When l'easlble. pl.rce r rvrll !ien such thJt rt alr-!ns

wrth others ln the block
When plannrne a wall sign, derermrne tf decorat tve

moldrnss extst that could define a "stgn panel. 'lf
so. locatc flush-mounted srgns such that they t'it

withrn panels focmed by moldtngs or tran\om
panels on the facade in no case should a stgn

obscure srgnrficant facade features.

Only one flush-mounted srgn shall be aLiowed for

each distrnct iacade module
See Secrnn 157 n the Code of Ordnance.r of the

Ctts ol'St Charles for mu.rrmLtm tqln area-

Projecting signs may be considered.
A prolecrrng srgn should be Iocaceci nearthe buslness

entrance ar eye level,.;ust above the door or Lo the

side of rt.
In generaL, only one prolectrng srgn per burlding
facade rs allowed. However, where the Board
determrnes that the resuit would be compatrble
w:ch the drstnct, one projectrng stgn shallbe allowed

for each disuncc facade module of a burldrng

Note that orher approvals may be required to allow
a slgn to overhang the Pubhc right-of-way
See Section I 57 ur the Code of Ordinances of the

Ctv of St. Charles for mawmum sign area

Appropnute A fush-nntunted ltrull t!?tt ts otte that rt rtounred Jlat ro

the *all n nort tates, dllIshan t ted \\all jlgn shoultl he potttrtnttl

lutt ah't,e tht Jcpla, "talot

e,

a

b.

7.7
J.

b

7.8
a.

A window sign may be considered.
A wrndow slgn m.ry be parnted on or hung lurt
rnsrde a wrndow

See Secriott 157 in the Code of Ordinances of the

Cuy of St. Charles for rnarLmum stgn area.

A directory sign may be considered.
Where several bustnesses share a bulldlnS.
coordinate the signs. Alrgn several smaller srgns,

or group (hem Lnto a srngle panel as a dtrectory to

make them easrer to locale

Use simtlar forms or backgrounds for the signs to

tre them together vrsualLy and make them eastet to

read.

See Secnon 157 m the Code of Ordnances oJ the

Ctl of St. Charles for matm m stgn urca

A hangng eat^-\ra\ nqn muy be locared on a porch The sryn should

not llDmnqe the oppcurute ol the burLdtng

Criv ar ST C,l\Rr-Ei FRE\cmow\ PRE5ERIAIIoA Dtsrntci DesIcr Gutoei-:-res



5 rqnr

7,9 Free-standing or pole mounted signs mal be

considered.
a- One free-standing slsn may be used rn lhc fronr

yJrd of each busrness or busrness center,

b See Secnon 157 m the Code of Ordinances of the

Citt oJ St. Charles for mawmum slgtl area

7.10 Temporary signs may be erected.

a. Busrnesses in contnbutrng but ldings may erect one

, temporary commerclal sl-qn Prevlous lo revterv bv

the HLPARB.
b The HLP.ARB ts undcr no oblgatton ro apPfove

the lemporary slgn as permanenr slgnage' ano

temporary sL3ns shall be removed tf dtsapproved

by the HLPARB
c. No temporarv srgn shall be drsplayed for more than

60 days.

Apprcpnate A Fe.-ttandng nqn mat be 6ed n Ih. Jrc radof d

ttt.len.e \' h a Lommcnul use

Inappropriate Sign T"v"pes

7,11 For contributing properties, signs that are out
of character !.rith those seen historicalll are

inappropriate.
l Anrmated. il,Nhrng, or chaser stgns prohibrred.

b Any srgn that vtsually overpowers the butldrng or
obscures srgnriicant archrtectural features in
rnapproPrrate.

c Cardboard or paPer slgns. neon. chascrs. flashlng

srgns. b,tchlrt or moreable srgns: fbr I or fl uorcsccnr

srgns. lnrJ ncon sr-gn5 shall not be lllorued

7,12 Signs are prohibited on.mansard roofs, parapets'

or roof tops.

7.1J A -frame or sandwich board signs is-not allowed.

lnoppn)prtdte A l€n tnould be subordnnte ro rhe o'erall butldorq

FRE\cHTow\ PRgsERvATro\ Drsrarci Desrcs Cr-toer-nss CnAs!Es



Sign Nlaterials

7.11 Sign materials shall be compatible rrith that of
the building facade.

a Cardbuard or paper srens are not permrlled
h Ll ohlr --flrrr',,. n.,-- 1rs rhlt $ ill be dLliiculr ro

read. s,tch as forl, are lnappropnrre.

Appropnute Parnred tool Ltnd nretal are approprnre m(ternlt tor
fllrl

Sign Content

7.15 S;-mbol signs are encouraged.

a Synrbol srgns arid tnteresr to thc strcel. are qutckly

re-ld and are remembercd bener th,r.n wrttten words

7,16 Coordination of sign colors with that of the

building is encouraged.
a. Fluorescent colored signs arc nor permitted.

Appropnare' Symbo[ srgnt add mterest ro the steel. are qurckl\ rcod

and are remembered be er than *rtlten *'ords

Cqrares Fer.,c'+rowr PlsERvATroN DrsrRlcr DEslci\ CulDELrNes



5r!ins

Sign Lighting

One should bc able to perccrre rhc hrstonc charucic'r ot

rndrrrdual burldrngs and of the drsrrrct as ,r rvhole' bolh

dunn,e thc da;- and at nrghttrmc In thrs regard. srgn lr,ehtrnv

should be compaoblc *rth ihc hrstonc character of the

stree!.

7,17 The light for a sign shall be an indirect source,

a Lrghr shail be dLrcc(co ,lt (he srgn tiom rn extemai,

shrelded lamp Intemal rllumrnation of ir stgn ts

rnaPpropnate.

!\'all -\rt & Graphics

7.19 Section 1-i7.006. I of
prohibits signs painted
of a building.

the zoning ordi na nce

directl-v upon the walls

b

c.

,A warm Ir-shc, similar to daylrght, ls appropnate,
Cabrnet and ocher rnrerior r llumrnated signs are not

permrtted.

7.1E Neon signs shall not be allowed.
a. Evrdence of the use of neon from a more receni

oerrod does not orovrde basis for rts use

Apptopnate Lqfu *all be drrecrel aI th. tsafron on e.rtenal, shleLdcd

Inappropnate: whll dn \tll no! be allo*ed o rhe drstnct'

rn\
Bonk of Howo-r-r

-wr
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Glortar!

Glossary

Abandoned windovus/doors, WLndows/doors no

lon,ger rn use and covered over tnside

Alignment. The arrangemenl of oblects alone a

srraight line.

Arclr. A structure burlt to suppon the $'eLehr above

an openrns A true arch rs curved lt consisrs ofwedge-
shaped stoner or brrcks called Voussotrs { vu-s\t'ar').

put together to make a curved bndge rvhich spans rhe

opening.

Archinave. The lowesl of the thre-e maln pans of
the enlablature Also, the ornamenlal moldrngs around

doors, wrndows lnrl other openlngs

Ashlar, A square. her,vn stone used rn burldrng It
also refers to a thick dressed, square stone used tbr
fac rng brrck l,valls, etc.

Balcony. A platform pro1ecting from the wall of
an upper story, enclosed by a railing or balustrade,
wrrh an enlrance lrom the burldrng and supponed by

brackets, columns or canulevered out.

Baluster. A short, upnght column or urn-shaped
ir r nnort nF r reilrno

Balustrade. A row of balusters and the rathng

connectrng them. Used as a slar ratl and also above

the comrce on the outside of a burLding.

Bargeboard. A pro.;ectrne board. ofren decorated.

that acl\ as tnm to cover the ends of the structure where

a pitched roof overhangs r gable.

Bay Window. A window or set of wtndows which

project out from a wall, torming an alcove or small

space in a roomi ordrnanly begrns at ground levei,

bur may be camed out on brackets or corbeis.

Board and Batten. Yerrrcal plank siding with

Jornts covered by narrow wood srrps.
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Bracket. A supportlng member for a proJectrns

element or shelf. sometlmes rn fte shape of ln ioreneri
L and sometimes as a soljd piece or c tnangular truss

Buiding Form. The overall shape of d structure
( i.e. mosr Federal-inlluenced structures are rectangular

rn form I

Building l/ass. The phvsrcal size and bu[k of a

s truc tu re.

Building 'llodule. The appearance of a stngle

facade plane. despite berng part of a larger butlding
One large buildins can lncorporate several buiiding
modules

Building Scale. The srze ofsructure as lt appef,rs

to the pedestnrn.

Caning. Nlettl struts supportlng leaded glass.

Canopy. A roofed struccure consrucred of fabrrc

or other material placed so as to extend outward from

a burlding providrn-e a protective shield for doors,

windows and other openlngs, supported by rhe

buildrn-s and supports e,x.tended to the ground dtrectly
under the canopy or cantrlevered from the butlding

Clapboards. Narrow, horizontal, overlap ping
wooden boards, usually *ucker along the bottom edge'

chat form the outer skin of the walls of many tvood

frame houses. The honzontal lines oI the overlaps
generally are from four to six inches apan rn older
houses

Column. A slender upright structure. generally

conslstlng ol a cylindncal shaft. a base rnd r caprtall

prllar: It is usurlly a supporung or omamental member

rn a burldrng.

Consistent ln'ith the time period.The lme penod
durrng nhrch a structure achiered its bLstoriccl
srgnificance. Some buriCings could ha,"e r\ro or more
time perrods. r e.. a house burk rn 1860 could hare
been remodeled rn 1900. and agarn rn 1950 Alrhough
changes made rn I950 will not hdve achleved hrstoncal
sLgnrficance. the property owner mt,ght choose to
resrore rhe buildrng to rts ongrnirI appearance or that

in 1900

Contribunng propertiet. A burldrn_e. irructure. or
permr.nenrlv rlKed obJect wbich meers errher of the

lblJowrng cnteria. (a) rs ehgrble for listrng on the

National Regrsrer of Hrsrorrc Places, errher
rndrvrdu.rlll or as pdrt of a collectron; or tb) !r',ls

present durr nr rhe penod of srgnrt'icance ( I 8i0- I 9-10 ).

relarcs to the documented srgnriicance of the distnct.
and erther possesses historrc lntegn!v or rs capable of
yreldLn_v rmpoctant rnfbrmarron ubour the perrod

Coping. The rop or capplng on a wall or parapet.

Cornice. The prolectron at the top of a wall. The
top course or moldrng of a wall when rt serves as a
crownln_q memoer,

Dormen A wind.ow set upright rn a slopin-e roof.
The term rs also used to ret'er to the roofed projecrron

rn which thts wlndow ls set.

Eave. The underside oi a sloping roof pro.;ectrng

beyond the wall of a building.

Elevation. A mechanrcally accurale, "head-on"

drawrne of a face of u burlding or oblec!, wirhout any

allowance for the effect of the laws of perspecuve
Any measurement on an elevatron wrll be rn a lLxed
proporLlon, or scale. to the corresponding
measuremenl on the real burldrng.

Enubhnre. The pan of the building camed by
the columns The ennblature consrsts of the comrce.
the fneze and the orchrtrave.
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Facade. Front or pnncrpal irce of a burldrn-e. anv

srde of r. buildin.e that laces a street or othet oPen

s p ace.

False Front. A front wall whlch extends beyond

the sidewrlts of r buildins ro create r more tmposin-e

fac ade,

Fascra. A flat board rvrth a venrcal face ihai forms

the trim along the ed-se of a flat roof, or along the

horizontal, or "eaves," sldes of ir pitched roof The

rain gutter rs otten mounted on rt.

Fenestration. The arrangement and desrgn of
windows rn a bur Ldrng,

Floor Area Raab. The relarronship of the total

floor area of a building to the land area of tts stte, as

defined rn a rauo ln whrch the numerator is che f'loor

area, and the denominator is the srte area.

Fininl. The decora[rve. pornted terminus of a roof
or roof form.

Finished aluminum. Aluminum whrch has a

parnted finish

,Fram e. A wrndow component. See window pans.

Frie;e. Any plarn or decorattve band, or board,

on the top of a wall rmmediately below the cornlce.

This rs sometlmes decorated wrlh ornamentatton.

Gable. The ponron. above eave level. of an end

wall of a buLlding wrth a prtched or gambrel roof. [n
the case oi a pitched roof thrs takes the form of a

trian-qle. The term ts also used someilmes to refer to

the whole end wail.

Galkry. Arused (r.e. above the first level) veranda

or wall,.way runnrng along rhe facade of a butldrng.

./orsl. One of the horrzontal rvood beams thai

support the t'loors or ceLltngs of a house They are set

parallel to one another-usually from one ro two feet

apart-and span between supportlng w rils or larger

rvood bearns

Kickplate. The horrzontal element or assembly a!

the base of a storetiont parallel to a pubitc rvalkway.

The }ackplare provtdes a ransitton betrveen the ground

and store fron! -elazrn-e 
area.

Lap Siding. See clapboards.

Lintel. Aheavy horizontal beam of wood or stone

over en opening of a door or wtndow to suppon the

wer8ht above rl.

fulodel Example. ,A sertes of photographs,
reproductions, or clearly detailed J.rne drawings of the

proposed change. The model example should clearly

show that the proposed change rs compatible with the

archltectural sryle of your buLldrng. In new

consrructron tt must show that the new burlding will
be comparrble wrth the surroundrng butldings.

Moding, A decorarive band or stnp of marerial

wllh a conslant profile or sectton desrgned to cast

lnteresting shadows It rs generally used in cornices

and as trim around window and door openings.

Non-contributing properties. Properttes other

than contnbuting properues and vacant hnd.

Oriel Window. A projecting bay wrth windows,

whrch emerges from the building at a Polnr above

ground level. lt rs often confused wtth a bay wlndow

whrch ordrnanly begrns at ground level.

Parapel. A low wali or railing often used around

a balcony or along the edge of a roof.
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Clor..rrl

Pediment. A tri;rngular secrion framed b),a
horizontal moldrn_s on lIs bdse and two sloprng
moldrngs on each of its srdes. Usually used as a

crownin-s member tbr doors, wrndows and mantles.

Pier.fhe pan of a wall berween *indows or other
openings. The term rs also used sometlmes to ref'er to

a reinforc lng part built out from the surface of a wall:
a butress.

Pilaster. A suppon or prer treared archrtecturally
as a column, with a base. shaft and capital that is

,rttached to a wall surface.

Post A piece of wood, metal, etc., usually lon-s

and square or cylindncul. ser upri_shr to suppon a

buildrn_s, si_sn. -s.ate. erc.: prllar: pole.

Preservation. The acr or process of applylng
measures to Sustain the exlstlns forrn, lntegnty and

matenals of a buildrng or slrucrure, and the existrng

form and vegentive cover of a sire. It may include
rnitial srabrhzatron work, where necessary, as well as

ongoing malntenance of rhe historic building
matenals.

Protection. The act or process of applyrng
measures desrgned to affect the physrcal condition of
a property by defeodrng or -euarding it from
deterioration, Ioss or attack or ro cover or shield the

propeny from danger o[ inlury In rhe case of buildrngs

and structures, such treatment is generally of a

temporary nature and anricipates future histortc
preservatlon treatment, ln the ccse of archaeologrcal
sltes, the protective measure may be temporary or
perTnanent

Qaoin. (pronounced koin) Dressed stones or
bricks at the corners of the burldrngs, laid so that thetr
faces are alternately larse and small. Origrnally used

to add srrength to the masonry wall, Iater used

decorativelv.

Rafter. Ant of rhe beams thar slope iiom rhe rrdge
of a roof to the ea\es and serve to suooon the roof.

Reconstructiort. The act or process of reproducing
bv new constructron lhe exact form and detarl of a

vanrshed bu rlding, structure or oblect. or part thefeof.
r.s rt appeared at a specrfic penod of rlme.

Rehabilitation. The act or process of returning a

propenv to a srate of utihry through repair or alteratron

whrch makes possrble an etficrent contemporary use

whrle presen'rng those portions or features of the

property r.r'hich are si-enificant to rts hlstoncrl,
archl[ectural and cu ltural value.

Renovation- The act or process of returnrng a

propen)' to a state of uti[ity throu-eh repair or alteration
whrch makes possrble a contemporary use.

Restoralion. The act or process of accurately
recovering the form and details of a propeny and rts

serting as rt appeared ar a paflicular period of time by

means of the removal of later work or by rhe

replacement of missing earher work.

Rool The top covering of a burldrn-s ( see sketches

on page 33; Followrng are some tvpes:

. Gable rool has a pitched roof rvrth rid-ee and

vertical ends
. Hip roof has sloped ends instead of vertrcal ends.
. Shed roof (lean-ro) has one slope only and rs burlt
agar nst a hr-eher wall
. Jerkin-head (chpped gable or hrpped gable) is

srmrlar to gable but wrth the end clrpped back.
. Cambrel roof rs a vanation of a gable roof, each

srde of whrch has a shallower slooe above a steeDer

one.

Sasi. See wrndow parts.

Shape. The general ourline of a burldrng or rts
facade.
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Srding. The nlrrow horizontal or vertical rvood

borrds that form the ourer flace of the wllls rn a

tradLrronal r,vood flrame house Honzontrl wood srdrne

Ls also refered to as ciJpboJrd\, The t:rm "srdrng" rs

aiso more loosely used ro de\cnbe any matenal that
can be appled !o lhe oursrde of a burldrng as a llnish.

Si/L The lowest honzonral member rn a fnme or
openrng for u wrndow or door .{lso. the lou'est
honzontrl member rn a framed wril or panitron.

llindow Parts. The moving units of ir w rndow are

known as s<l.slrer and mor e u'rthrn che ltred Frame

The rruslr ma-\ conslst of one larse pane of vLass or
may be subdrr rded lnto sm.rller panes by lhrn menrbers

called rrrrrrrlrrr.r ot glalng &ars Somettmes tn

nlneteenLh-ce ntLrry houses w'tndorvs are arran.eed side

by srde and drvrded b;" heavy vertical *ood member;

calied muilrcn-r For a diagiam of rvtndorv ptrts, see

oase J9

Sce. The dirne nsions
bur ldrn-g's face

Soffit. fhe u ndersrde

in heighr and width of a

of a strucrural part, as of a

Srr/e. A venical prece rn d panel or frame, as of a

door or wrndow.

stabiliiation. The fact or process of applytng
measures desrgned ro reestabiish a weather reslstant

enclosure and the sructural stabrlrty of an unsafe or
detenorated propert) while m.:rntarning the essential
form as it exlsts:lt present.

Store Front. The sLreet level facade of a

commercial building, usually havrng drsplay rvrndows

Transom \ltndow. A small window or senes of
panes above a door, or above a cosement or double
hung wrndow

lisual Continuity. A sense of unrty or belongrng
together that elements of rhe burh envuonment exhibrt
because of srmrlantres among lhem
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